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GIANT-MAN RECENTLY 
RELOCATED THE ACADEMY TO 
THE NEWLY REFURBISHED 


AND REINFORCED WEST COAST 
AVENGERS COMPOUND AND 
OPENED ITS DOORS TO ANY 
SUPER-POWERED TEEN WHO 

WISHES TO JOIN. 


THE AVENGERS AND THE 
X-MEN ARE AT WAR OVER 
THE MUTANT MESSIAH, HOPE, 
AND HER SUSCEPTIBILITY TO 
THE ONCOMING, POTENTIALLY 
CATACLYSMIC PHOENIX 
FORCE. WOLVERINE AND THE 
AVENGERS HAVE LEFT SEVERAL 
MUTANTS AT THE ACADEMY 
AS TEMPORARY RESIDENTS — 
NOT PRISONERS — BUT WHEN 
TOLD THEY CANNOT LEAVE THE 
SCHOOL'S GROUNDS, THE LINE 
GETS BLURRED FOR THE YOUNG 
MUTANTS. 


THE LINE BLURS EVEN FURTHER 
FOR SEBASTIAN SHAW, THE 
FORMER MUTANT VILLAIN 

WHOSE MIND WAS RECENTLY 
WIPED. STILL CONSIDERED 
EXCEPTIONALLY DANGEROUS, 
SHAW WAS PUT IN PROTECTIVE 
CUSTODY AT THE ACADEMY... 
FROM WHICH HE PROMPTLY 
ESCAPED. WITH TENSIONS 

RISING AND WILD CARD SHAW 

ON THE LOOSE, WILL THE 
DELICATE TRUCE BE KEPT, OR 
WILL WAR ERUPT HERE 
AS WELL? 
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YOU HERE 
BECAUSE WE HAVE 
SOMETHING IN COMMON. 
WE'RE STUDENTS, BUT 
WE'RE ALSO 


MUTANTS. S : e 
ig 5 
= 


a) » . 
> Dee Me 
Z Z _ = 


THE 
AVENGERS BEING 
AT WAR WITH THE X-MEN 


PUTS US IN A... DIFFICULT 


POSITION. WHEN THEY 
BROUGHT ALL THOSE 
MUTANT KIDS HERE FOR 
“PROTECTIVE CUSTODY” 
IT GOT WORSE. 


1S ANYONE 
ELSE 
UNCOMFORTABLE 
ACTING AS PRISON 
GUARDS FOR 


FOLKS JUST 
LIKE US? 


NO. 
BUT YOU ARE 
JAPANESE. 


THE INTERNMENT MY GREAT-GRANDFATHER WAS 
CAMPS? FROM WORLD IN ONE. CRAMMED TOGETHER 
WAR IL? YOURE WITH THREE FAMILIES AND NO 
SERIOUSLY GOING HEAT. THESE KIDS HAVE PRIVATE 
THERE? ROOMS WITH CABLE / 
ANP INTERNET. 


A 
COMFORTABLE 
CAGE IS STILL A CAGE. 
BUT THOSE GUYS FROM 
THE X-MEN’S SCIENCE 
TEAM--MR. JEFFRIES AND 
DR. RAO--THEY’RE GOING 

ALONG WITH IT. P 


7 
YOU WOULD JL. 
TELL ME. 4 


AVENGER SACADEM! © 
STUDENTLOUNGES 


PEOPLE 
7 ROUNDED UP BECAUSE 
OF THEIR RACE...|\MPRISONED 
OVER SOME PERCEIVED LOYALTY (ie 
§ TO THE ENEMY, EVEN WHEN THEY o 
HAVEN'T DONE ANYTHING 


I KNOW. 
BUT I’M NOT 
SURE THEY HAVE 
MUCH CHOICE. IT 


UST BUGS x 23, you 


KNOW BOTH 
SIDES BETTER 
THAN ANY OF 
US. WHAT DO 
YOU THINK? 


OH, COME 


ON. SHE'S 
WOLVERINE JUNIOR, 
AND HE’S THE ONE 
WHO BROUGHT THEM ¢ 
HERE. L KNOW WHERE 7} 
SHE STANDS. Z 


ri es 


pa Iv —/ 


TWO MINUTES 
60, SEBASTIAN. 


Si 
\f OUR GREATEST 
CONCERN. 


THE MIGHTY 
HERCULES. 


“SHAW IS ONE OF THE 
X-MEN‘'S DEADLIEST 
ENEMIES. HE CONVERTS 


THE WORST THING 
IS MOT: THAT EVER HAPPENED 
CONCLUDE REVENGE |S. TO EMMA WAS WHEN 
SPECIFICALLY AGAINST HER STUDENTS WERE 
EMMA FROST, THE ONE, KILLED. SHAW KNOWS 
WHO ERASED HIS 
MEMORIES. 


AND HOW 
MUCH IT 


WOULD HuRT IF p 
JAPPENED 


yum 


‘ TAG 
SCIENTIST. 
BB ns725. 


“HIS MEMORY WAS 
RECENTLY WIPED. 
SUPPOSEDLY HE’S BEEN 


WE SHOULD MAYBE...BUT NOT YET. THAT. 
EVACUATE THE COULD PLAY INTO HIS HANDS. 
STUDENTS. YOURS AFTER A RECENT ATTACK, GIANT- 
ANP OURS. S il MAN UPGRADED OUR DEFENSES. 

EACH DORM--EACH ROOM--HAS 
~ ITS OWN PROTECTION. 


——— 


THIS |S 
THE MOST SECURE . 
LOCATION IN SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA. OUR AUTOMATED 
SECURITY WEB FREES US TO 


LOOK FOR SHAW, AND CAN 
HELP US FIND HIM. 


EVEN SO, TIGRA, 

WE MUST ALERT 
THE STUDENTS. 

THEY ARE YOUNG, 
BUT THEY ARE 

\ WARRIORS. 


LI AGREE. 
A SEVERAL OF OUR 
AGAIN, I ii yy STUDENTS CONSIDER 
C/ say NOT YET. THE \ SHAW A FRIEND. THEY 
SITUATION’S TOO V4 7 ONLY KNOW HIM AS A 
TENSE, THIS COULD 2 y HARMLESS, BEFUDDLED 
AMNESIAC. THEY MIGHT 


A\ BE THE SPARK THAT # \ 
TIPS THEM INTO y ACTUALLY TRY TO 
2 7 HELP HIM. 


EVEN MORE REASON IT’S 
IN OUR BEST INTERESTS 
TO TAKE HIM DOWN FAST. 
DR. RAO, STAY HERE AND 
COORDINATE THE SEARCH. 
\ THE REST OF US WILL 
FAN OUT. 


FIND HIM, SOUND 
THE ALARM BEFORE 
ENGAGING. OUR 
B POWERS MATCH UP WELL 
AGAINST HIM, BUT WE 
UNDERESTIMATE SHAW L/Z 
S AT OUR PERIL. a 


I BELIEVE 
YOU CAN ERASE A 
MAN'S MEMORIES, BUT 
NOT WHO HE TRULY IS. 
SHAW’S HISTORY PROVES 
HE'S TWO THINGS. 
A SURVIVOR... 


WHAT 
DID THEY 
DECIDE? 


THAT THEY 
LOVE TO LISTEN 
TO THEMSELVES TALK. 
YAP, YAP, OUTRAGE, 
OUTRAGE. BUT THEYRE 
KINDA WORRIED YOU'RE 
GONNA NARC 


By Bla: 


WHEN YOLI SAID YOU 
PIDN’T KNOW WHERE 
YOU STAND, DID YOU 
MEAN YOU'RE, LIKE, 
CONFLICTED, O} 
YOU HONESTLY DON’T 
KNOW HOW YOLI 
REALLY FEEL 
ABOUT STUFF2 


I WAS RAISED TO OBEY 


ORDERS. TO SUPPRESS 
MY FEELINGS. IT 1S HARD 
FOR MOST PEOPLE 
TO UNDERSTAND, 
HAZMAT. 


IN MATTERS OF DEATH AND 
SURVIVAL. MORE NUANCED 
SITUATIONS...WHICH I AM 
LEARNING COMPRISE MUCH 
OF LIFE...I HAVE 
DIFFICULTY WITH. 


BUT IN THE END 
YOU DID GO 
YOUR OWN WAY, 
DIDN’T YOU? 


YEAH, 
WELL, JOIN 


THE CLUB. 


HA. YOU 
MIGHT BE 
SURPRISED. 


THAT'S ONE 
OF THE THINGS I LIKE 
SO MUCH ABOUT KEN. 
HE JUST KNOWS HOW 
HE FEELS, AND HE PUTS 
_ IT RIGHT OUT THERE, 
ITS SO...PURE. 


ies 
LOOK. THE 
X-KIDS AND THE 
ACADEMY KIDS ARE ALL 
"WEST SIDE STORY,” 
BUT HE AND LOA DON’T 
CARE. THEYRE SURFING. 
MUST Be glee 


IT MAKES 
YOU HAPPY THAT 
SHE RELATES 
TO HIM ON THIS 
LEVEL. 


OF COURSE. 
HE MISSED 
SURFING SO MUCH, 
\ AND SHE FOUND A 
a WAY TO LET HIM 
\_ 20 IT AGAIN. 


WHY DO . 
YOU BECOME 

ANGRY WHEN 
I SPEAK TO 
HIM2 


V 
ITS STUPID. Z KNOW, IT KEN KILLED. 
ALL STARTED WHEN EVIL SOMEONE IN THE 
FUTURE REPTIL SAID WAR AGAINST THE 
SOMETHING ABOUT YOU , SERPENT. YOU KNOW 


ANP KEN HOOKING UP WHAT THAT'S 
JUST TO MESS WITH LIKE. L... 
MY HEAD. AH, WHO. 
AM I KIDPING2 
IT HAS NOTHING 


TO DO WITH 
YOU, LAURA. 


KEN THINKS I’M LYING. 
THAT IT’S REALLY ABOUT 
HOW HE LOOKS. WHICH 
IT'S TOTALLY NOT. 


Z DON'T. 
KNOW. HE’S SUCH 
A SWEET GUY, AND 
HE REALLY CARES 
ABOUT ME. MAYBE I 
SHOULD JUST SUCK 
IT UP AND-- 


IT. NO 
PLEASE SOMEONE 
ELSE. YOU WILL f[ 

LESSEN K 

YOURSELF. 


LOOKS TO 
ME LIKE YOU KNOW. 
PRETTY DAMN WELL HOW 
YOU FEEL ABOUT THINGS. 
I'D SAY YOUR REAL 
PROBLEM IS YOU DON'T 
SWEAT THE SMALL 
STUFF. 


KEN AND I WERE " IT WASN’T HIM. MY POWERS 
GETTING HOT ANP FIRST KICKED IN WHEN Z WAS 
HEAVY, AND I WITH MY OLD BOYFRIEND, 
FREAKED ANP HE ALMOST DIED. 
OUT. RAN. FOAMING AT THE MOUTH, 
SEIZURES... 
ZL CAN'T 
STOP SEEING IT, 
ESPECIALLY WHEN 
I'M... KNOW. 
WITH KEN. 


IMMUNE TO MY 
POWERS. I KNOW 
THAT IN MY HEAD. 

BUT IT DOESN'T 

CHANGE HOW I 

FEEL. 4 


YOU WILL BE 
STRONG. 


Y'KNOW 
WHAT THEY SAY. 
IT'S ALL SMALL 

, STUFF. 


AE a 
LOWERSTORM DRAINS.) 


hn ve 7 _ 
iy IX ni OF 
ja ( A 
f Ze i¢ 
/ KAVITA, LVE § 
a= PICKED UP HIS TRAIL. wy 
/ EHERESNOT MUCH i) y 
‘CH DOWN HI 7, BLU VW 
/ /\yf WHAT THERE IS READS 4 ; 
4 HIM HEADED TOWARD ‘i 
THE MAIN 
GENERATORS. 5 


& 


oa 
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TO FIX THE = 

DAMAGE, THERE Fe 
WOULDN'T BE 
MUCH POINT. 


YOUVE 
EXPENDED A 
LOT OF ENERGY, 


de SMASHING YOUR WAY 
| IN HERE. 5 BET YOU'RE 
BN: 
_— 
LO a ag SNS 
S = 
Wirz CX HITTING You, 


— Je 
aa DP. : 
ORT i aia 


> 
BUTI NOM 
CAN ABSORB 


S ANY FORM OF Jie 


ENERGY. 


YOU HAVE 

A COMMON 
MISCONCEPTION 
ABOUT MY Pi 


KINETIC ENERGY 
WORK. 


JEFFRIES 


TO ALL 
POINTS! I NEED 
BACKUP! I 
NEED-- 


> 

THE MORE 

A vossiaLe \ | YOU TRY TO LIMIT 

FUTURE. ONE | MY CHOICES, THE 
IT HAS ~S ] WEAKER IT 


| OF MANY. | sil 
A) MINIMAL BEARING | BECOMES. 


WAS SOMETHING | , 


BETWEEN LS. “ | 


I WISHED. 
Mim \TO SPEAK TO 
FINESSE 


THAT 
WON'T BE 
NECESSARY. OUR 
CONVERSATION 
IS FINISHED. 


Me 


aes 


I NEED MORE 

INFORMATION 
ON THE DISPUTE | 
BETWEEN THE 


THAT POSSESSES THE 
POWER TO DESTROY 

ENTIRE Sy uaa 

AND HAS. 

=y 
A FORCE 

THAT IS 
RETURNING 
TO EARTH. 


i x 1M 


THE LATE 


WIFE 


GREY, WAS THE 
FIRST EARTHBOUND 
HOST OF THE 
PHOENIX. 


THERE ARE TWO SCHOOLS 
OF THOUGHT. SOME BELIEVE 
HOPE |S THE SAVIOR OF 
MUTANTKIND. THAT SHE WILL 
USE THE PHOENIX TO y 
CREATE A UTOPIA. 


THE TIME- 
TRAVELER BISHOP 
BELIEVED SHE WOULD 


KILL A MILLION HUMANS IN AN 
a BRINGING ABOUT 


A DARK FUTURE. 


HISTORY SUPPORTS THE 
AVENGERS’ POSITION. IN 
THE PAST, HOSTS HAVE 
\ BEEN CORRUPTED BY 
THE PHOENIX. 


WOLVERINE 
LOVED HER 
TOO. IT HURTS 
HIM TO SPEAK 

OF HER. 


SHE COULD. 

NOT CONTROL THE 
PHOENIX FORCE. THE 
CENTRAL QUESTION 

SEEMS TO BE WHETHER 

ITS PRESUMED NEW 

HOST, HOPE, CAN. 


IAM 
ACQUAINTED. 
WITH HOPE. WHAT £ 
SEEK |S HARD DATA 
SUPPORTING EITHER 
POSITION. 


THERE |S NONE. IT 
IS ALL CONJECTURE AND 
SPECULATION. THE X-MEN 
BELIEVE HOPE CAN CONTROL 
THE PHOENIX FORCE. THE 
AVENGERS DO NOT, AND 
WANT TO HIDE HER 
FROM IT. 


ULTIMATELY 
THEY ARE ALL 
MOTIVATED BY THEIR |) 
OWN INSTINCTS AND / 
EMOTIONS. 4 


IAM 
USED TO RELYING 
ON MY INSTINCTS. 
IN THIS CASE IT IS 
NOT WORKING. 


BOTHERING 
YOu. 


YOU ARE 
TRYING TO 
DECIDE WHETHER 
TO STAND WITH 
YOUR CURRENT 
CLASSMATES, OR 
YOUR FORMER 
ONES. 


L.,,DISLIKE I UNDERSTAND AND IT 
SEEING THEM IT'S FOR THEIR IS RIDICULOUS 
HELD AGAINST _ PROTECTION. IT’S TO COMPARE IT 

THEIR WILL. 4 TRUE, IF LEFT ALONE, TO INTERNMENT 

a THEY WOULD LIKELY CAMPS OR 
PRISONS. BUT 
STILL... 


NDANGI 
THEMSELVES. 4 


YES, BUT 
I AM CONCERNED ¥ 
MY OWN EMOTIONS 
AND PRESJUDICES-- 
HAVING BEEN CONFINED 
OST O} Y LIFE-- 


ARE AFFECTING MY 4 
FEELINGS. 


THEN I'VE 
HELPED YOU 


MAKE A 
DECISION? 


THIS IS 

NOT MY. 

AREA OF 
EXPERTISE. 


— PRIMAL 


9 
Si 


“én 
C= 


YET THE Lives 
‘ i OF SHILPREN 
ARE AT STAKE. I 
HERCULES 7 } LIE CAN TAKE NO 
RISKS. 


THA’ 
\ TALKING, 


you \ 
UNDERSTAND 
NOTHING. 
Vig I WIELD 
\ THE WEAPONS 
OF THE GODS. THE 
HELMET OF HADES 
GRANT: 


3G Ss 
INVISIBILITY. 


AS WELL. 
SUBTERFUGE 
IN BATTLE 
OFFENDS MY 


xt 
UNDERSTAND 
(OU USED TO y 
iE ATCH. BUT 
RE BARELY 


Ze 


CAN 


ABSORB SOM! 
MAGICAL 


NERGY 4 


RESTING. 


ENTLY 
wi 
INTE 
APPARENTLY 
AS WI 


APPAR! 


<eS 
AN) 
Q 


THE SWOR! 


WHAT PART 
OF “CONFINED 
TO CAMPUS” 


DON'T YOU 
UNDERSTAND? 


ty WHOA, HEY, NOT. 


COOL. I THOUGHT 
WE WERE 
SIMPATICO. 


OH, WE UNDERSTAND 
IT, REPTIL, WE 
JUST DON’T 
ACCEPT IT. 


ENOUGH 
OF THIS MADNESS. 
I AM ATLANTEAN. 
I CARE NOTHING FOR 
YOUR SURFACE 
DISPUTES. geeaT 


S 
you 


(4 
“| HAVE A 
h\ SENTINEL2 


Sit 
Aes 


L ADMIRE THE 
CRAFTSMANSHIP. 


y, 
YOU'RE 
NOT GETTING 
ANYWHERE 
NEAR THOSE 
KIDS. A 


ua reas I iy 
rar <=ypd Js 


WAS GOING 
TO KEEP 


Ms < 
ni Oy 3 


it 


WZ 


wt! 


Wnt? 


! 
=< 


SS 
NO, HE'S 
2 REALLY NOT Ye 
irs euLT Fee TAG 
“_ ANYMORE. 
Yi a ¢ 


y 


fl 


Al 


ZA 


MUTANTS! 


NN 
LLL MELT Ye 
ITS METAL 
BRAIN. 


EVERYONE 
PLEASE MAKE 
UP THEIR MIND 
WHAT SIDE 
YOU'RE ON! 


OF YOU 
MIGHT MAKE 
STUPID CHOICES, 
IF LEFT ON 
YOUR OWN. 


EEE r Y 
f DENY YO u Hose E I 
El choices BECAUSE |e , Me LZ) 
> YOU ARE yo o_ < 
YOUNG... y ( Ya 


ISTON, 
I AM NOT GOING 
TO HURT YOU. BUT s 
YOU NEED TO TAKE 
a YOUR SENTINEL 
AWAY FROM 
HERE. NOW. 


YOU HELPED ME 
REACH MY 
DECISION. 


BUT THEY 


= DO NOT 
THERE HANGE HE FACT 


CHA 
ARE MANY THAT IT IS 

WAYS TO JUSTIFY | WRONG. THERE ARE 
SOMETHING THAT FEW THINGS — 
IS WRONG. MORE PRECIOUS 

YOU CAN TAKE FROM 

SOMEONE THAN 

THEIR FREE 

WILL. 
ZZ 


x 
UNDERSTAND 
WHY THE 
AVENGERS 
BROUGHT THEM 
HERE. 


PROTECTIVE dee 
SERVICE! © yy Vea 


Nf CONVENIENT 


\§ TO FIND You 
FURT B % ALL HERE. 
/ 


“a 
Ne a 


AXEL ALONSO editor in chief “s 
JOE QUESADA\ chief creative officer 


aa ‘DAN BUCKLEY: publisher 


SALAN EINE exec. producer | 10 BE CONTINUED! 


Before we get to your letters, | want 
to address a topic we've received a lot of 
questions about. Longtime readers may 
remember that on an episode of the hit 
NBC comedy 30 Rock, entitled “Queen of 
Jordan,” the character Frank Rossitano, 
played by actor/comedian Judah “World 
Champ” Friedlander, deep-fried a copy of 
AVENGERS ACADEMY #8 as a token of love 
for his girlfriend. That incident prompted a 
very funny video response by Joe Quesada 
and Tom Brevoort — guest-starring 30 
Rock’s Scott Adsit (a huge comic book 
fan) — that you can still find online...if you 
haven’t seen it, look for it! 

Anyway, a lot of folks have asked me 
who chose that particular comic; if it was 
random, or if someone at the show is a 
fan. | wondered that myself! Well, at last 
we have an answer. Judah Friedlander 
was a guest of the excellent “Comic Book 
Club,” hosted by friend-of-ACADEMY Alex 
Zalben, and at my request, Alex asked Mr. 
Friedlander. Judah said the issue was 
picked out by the show’s Prop Master, Kevin 
Ladson, who he described as “a big comic 
book guy” who “knew what he was doing.” 
So Mr. Ladson, if you’re reading, thank 
you! I’ve written TV shows myself (my wife 
Ruth and | wrote some episodes of Law & 
Order: SVU, among others) and | have to 
say that seeing AVENGERS ACADEMY on 
a show | adore as much as 30 Rock was 
just as much of a thrill as seeing my own 
writing credit on screen. Thanks to Alex and 
Taimur “Spidey616” Dar for getting this 
mystery solved at last, and thanks to Judah 
for being so cool about it. But Alex, please 


let him know | don’t think we should hug. 
That much manliness colliding in one place 
could give ladies everywhere a terminal 
case of the vapors. And now: letters! 


| am really disappointed that you 
printed Jerry Smith’s letter. | can remember 
when any appearance of a character who 
wasn’t straight in a comic would result in 
huge tirades in the letters columns about how 
evil and sinful those characters were, and I'd 
just as soon not return to those days. 


Alex 


Alex, | understand, but | would argue 
that neither Jerry’s letter nor the responses 
to it have been tirades. They have been 
polite expressions of how readers of the 
book feel, and that’s what this page is for. 
l assure you | would not print a hateful rant 
against anyone...but I’m glad to say we 
haven't received any. | think the benefit of 
people with different viewpoints discussing 
them in a civil manner is preferable to not 
talking about it at all. After seeing some of 
the replies, | hope you agree. 


With the Runaways crossover/team- 
fight and the kids popping up in other books 
like DAKEN, is there a chance for a new 
ongoing or mini-series for our favorite West- 
Coast Wanderers? If so, any chance you 
could write it? Aside from Brian K. Vaughan 
and Joss Whedon, | feel you would be most 
equipped to hang with these kids. 

Could you give Tom Grummett and Karl 
Moline high-fives for me? They do stellar 
artwork and should be praised accordingly. 


Ryan Andersons 
Cincinnati, OH 


AFTER SCHOOL 
SPELIAL 


| couldn't agree more, Ryan! | 
haven’t had the privilege of meeting either 
gentleman in person, but if | do, consider 
them high-fived. As for a new RUNAWAYS 
series, while the kids are favorites of many 
creators, including me (and | am very 
flattered that you would consider me worthy 
of writing them), the market is still pretty 
tough...a title that got canceled in the past 
would probably have a tough time surviving 
now. But if enough of you let Marvel know 
you'd buy a new series, who knows what 
could happen? 


| enjoy what you are doing with 
AVENGERS ACADEMY, but | miss the smaller 
class, where we knew each character well, 
and we knew the emotional troubles they 
were working through. The larger class is 
more difficult to keep track of, and many of 
the new characters come across as “generic 
kids in capes” who contribute to the plot, but 
whose individuality isn’t vividly defined. 

Lightspeed and White Tiger are 
nicely fleshed out and make great adjunct 
instructors, but I'd enjoy seeing the original 
students return to the forefront — their stories 
aren't over. Hazmat, Mettle, Finesse, Striker, 
Veil — their problems haven't gone away. 
Neither have Tigra, Pym, or Quicksilver’s. 

| dunno. I’m just one guy. The book is 
still great. It’s just...become a different book. 


Tim Hammack 
St Charles, MO 


Tim, thanks for writing, and | 
understand what you're saying. Any time 
a book changes its status quo, as we did 
in issue #21, it risks alienating people 
who liked it up to that point. While | love 
characters like Sentinel (who will be a big 
part of issues #32 and 33), | can tell you 
that a four-part are beginning in issue #34 
will focus on the core cast: the original 
students, plus White Tiger, Lightspeed and 
X-23. | hope you'll stick around for that! 


| just finished reading AVENGERS 
ACADEMY #28 (nice issue, but needs more 
fighting). | noticed Hank Pym called himself 
an atheist and | am having a little trouble 
accepting that. Pym has met Eternity, and 
has even gone to the realm of the abstract 
entities. He obviously has to know who the 
Living Tribunal is and who he answers to. Not 
to mention the Avengers know gods such as 
Thor and Hercules. Marvel's scientists have 
had experience with the infinite, as Thanos 
calls it. | don't expect Pym or the others to 
start going to church and praying, but | think 
it's time they become more realistic in their 
approach. 


Christian Hernandez 


Christian, first of all, you weren’t the 
only reader who craved more action. It's 
true that issues #26 through #28 involved 
our characters solving problems by means 
other than violence. | think that’s part of 
what makes them cool — they are willing 
to consider other options. | know just as 
many readers who praised that approach 
rather than going the clichéd route of 
“heroes meet, have a misunderstanding, 
fight, then team up.” (Although | love those 
stories too.) Having said that, you can look 
for more fisticuffs in this issue and the 
upcoming ones. 


JAKE THOMAS BILL ROSEMANN 


AXE ALONSO 


CHIEF 


JOE QUESADA 


DAN BUCKLEY ALAI 


PUBLISHER p 


On the subject of Hank being an 
atheist, that aspect of his character 
was established back in the Eighties in 
the pages of WEST COAST AVENGERS, 
when writer Steve Englehart explored 
a blossoming friendship and romance 
between Hank and the devoutly Christian 
character Firebird. The funny thing is, Hank 
referring to his atheism was a result of my 
reading letters from readers who urged me 
to be more open to mentioning characters’ 
religious beliefs, and me agreeing. It just 
happened that the first organic opportunity 
to do that was with an atheist. But | assure 
you that when it makes sense to do so | will 
Not hesitate to have, for example, White 
Tiger mention being Catholic. 

Regarding the fact that Hank has 
met godlike beings, that’s true, but he has 
stated in previous stories that meeting 
entities like Eternity, or highly powerful 
cosmic beings like Thor and Mephisto, 
does not change his belief that there is no 
single higher power guiding the universe. 
Others feel just as strongly that it is indeed 
proof. | don’t think Tigra’s specific religious 
affiliation has been mentioned, but given 
that she uses the term “Godson,” she likely 
feels differently than Hank. 


Thank you for making AVENGERS 
ACADEMY my favorite Marvel _ title 
consistently — month after month after 
month. From Karl Moline to Tom Grummett 
to that Christos fellow — the book keeps 
getting better. My regards for keeping it going 
for so long! 


David Gallaher 


Thanks, David! | thought your WINTER 
GUARD stories were pretty awesome 
myself. One correction, though — it’s you 
and the other readers who've kept the book 
going...so let me thank you for that! 


Christos Gage 


Sides are chosen...and it may 
not end up the way you think! 


Send e-mail to 
MHEROES@MARVEL.COM 
(please mark as OKAY TO PRINT) 


